An Open Letter to Food Donation and Recovery Networks,

We recognize in this time of uncertainty around COVID-19, that the protection of public
health is paramount. We have recently learned of suggestions provided to halt food
donations from 'affected areas' with COVID-19. This decision is not risk-based, nor is it
rooted in data. This action will lead to more fear and will impact getting food to our most
vulnerable populations. These populations need this support now more than ever in this
time of uncertainty. Halting food donations will also lead to massive food waste. We
believe these decisions are not only egregious but will be devastating during this
pandemic.

Transmission of COVID-19 through food, food packages, or even food handlers has not
been identified as a risk factor for this illness. Decades of data related to other similar
respiratory viruses, indicate that food distribution channels (e.g. food banks, grocery
stores, warehouses) are not transmission routes. We have never seen a public health
authority advise individuals to stop shopping for food at certain stores due to the risk of
respiratory virus transmission. In short, the risk of transmission through food or food
packaging has not been demonstrated.

Recent and historical studies on coronaviruses and other respiratory viruses such as
Influenza demonstrate that viruses deposited on surfaces will decline in concentration
over hours or days (with rates depending on temperature and humidity). This natural
decline, coupled with the basic risk management practices already practiced by food
banks and their partner organizations drastically reduces the risk of transmission. This
is why we do not see food or food packages as a transmission route. These standard
risk management practices include hand hygiene regimens of washing coupled with
sanitizing (using sanitizer containing at least 70% alcohol, as per CDC's guidance).
Routine operating procedures in evaluating the integrity of packaging as well as for any
soil are already in place. In addition, reinforcing messages to clients related to
handwashing will also reduce the risk of virus transmission.

We urge those making these recommendations in the strongest possible terms to
reverse, or not implement the guidance you have received and messaging related to
halting the acceptance of donations due to COVID-19. It hurts the very people we are
trying to protect.



Renee Boyer, PhD

Professor and Extension Specialist
Department of Food Science and Technology
Virginia Tech

Robert L. Buchanan, PhD

Professor (Retired)

Department of Nutrition and Food Science
University of Maryland

Benjamin Chapman, PhD

Professor and Extension Specialist,
Department of Agriculture and Human
Sciences,

North Carolina State University

Travis Chapin, MS

State Specialized Agent

Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences
University of Florida

Michelle Danyluk, PhD

Professor and Extension Specialist,
Department of Food Science and Human
Nutrition

University of Florida

Erin DiCaprio, PhD

Specialist in Cooperative Extension
Department of Food Science and Technology
University of California, Davis

James S Dickson, PhD
Professor

Department of Animal Science
lowa State University

Jeff Farber, PhD

Director, Canadian Research Institute for Food
Safety (CRIFS)

University of Guelph

Lawrence Goodridge, PhD

Leung Family Professor of Food Safety
Department of Food Science
University of Guelph

Renée Goodrich Schneider, PhD
Professor and Extension Specialist,
Department of Food Science and Human
Nutrition

University of Florida

Robert B. Gravani, Ph.D., CFS
Professor Emeritus of Food Science
Department of Food Science
Cornell University

Jack Guzewich

FDA Senior Advisor for Environmental Health -
Retired

Center for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition
Albany, New York

Linda J. Harris, PhD, CFS

Department Chair, Specialist in Cooperative
Extension

Department of Food Science and Technology
University of California, Davis

Lee-Ann Jaykus, PhD

Professor

Department of Food, Bioprocessing and
Nutrition Sciences

North Carolina State University

Kalmia E. Kniel, PhD

Professor, Microbial Food Safety
Department of Animal and Food Sciences
University of Delaware

Donald Schaffner, PhD

Distinguished Professor and Extension
Specialist

Department of Food Science

Rutgers University

Keith Schneider, PhD

Professor and Extension Specialist,
Department of Food Science and Human
Nutrition

University of Florida



References:

Darnell, M. E., Subbarao, K., Feinstone, S. M., & Taylor, D. R. (2004). Inactivation of the coronavirus
that induces severe acute respiratory syndrome, sars-cov. Journal of Virological Methods, 121(1),
85-91. doi:10.1016/j.jviromet.2004.06.006

Duan S.M., Zhao X.S., Wen R.F., Huang J.J., Pi G.H., Zhang S.X., Han J., Bi S.L., Ruan L., Dong X.P.
& SARS Research Team (2003). Stability of SARS coronavirus in human specimens and environment
and its sensitivity to heating and UV irradiation. Biomedical and Environmental Sciences. Sep;16(3)
246-255. PMID: 14631830

Dublineau, A., Batéjat, C., Pinon, A., Burguiere, A. M., Leclercq, I., & Manuguerra, J. (2011).
Persistence of the 2009 pandemic Influenza A (H1N1) virus in water and on Non-Porous Surface. PLoS
ONE, 6(11). doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0028043

Geller C., Varbanov, M., & Duval, R. (2012). Human Coronaviruses: Insights into Environmental
Resistance and its Influence on the Development of New Antiseptic Strategies. Viruses, 4(11),
3044-3068. doi:10.3390/v4113044

Greatorex J.S., Digard P., Curran M.D., Moynihan R., Wensley H., & Wreghitt T. (2011). Survival of
Influenza A(H1N1) on Materials Found in Households: Implications for Infection Control. PLoS ONE
6(11): E27932. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0027932. (n.d.).

Ong, S. W, Tan, Y. K., Chia, P. Y, Lee, T. H., Ng, O. T., Wong, M. S., & Marimuthu, K. (2020). Air,
surface environmental, and personal protective Equipment contamination by severe acute respiratory
Syndrome Coronavirus 2 (sars-cov-2) from a Symptomatic Patient. Journal of the American Medical
Association (pre-print). doi:10.1001/jama.2020.3227

Todt, D., Pfaender, S., Steinmann, E., & Kampf, G. (2020). Persistence of coronaviruses on inanimate
surfaces and their inactivation with biocidal agents. Journal of Hospital Infection, 104(3), 246-251.
doi:10.1016/j.jhin.2020.01.022

Van Doremalen, N., Lloyd-Smith, J., & Munster, V. (2020). Aerosol and surface stability of HCoV-19
(SARS-CoV-2) compared to SARS-CoV-1. MedRxiv. doi:https://doi.org/10.1101/2020.03.09.20033217

Weber J., Sickbert-Bennett, E. E., Kanamori, H., & Rutala, W. A. (2019). New and Emerging Infectious
Diseases (Ebola, Middle Eastern Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus, Carbapenem-resistant
Enterobacteriaceae, Candida auris): Focus on Environmental Survival and Germicide Susceptibility.
American Journal of Infection Control, 47. doi:10.1016/j.ajic.2019.03.004

Yépiz-Gomez, M. S., Gerba, C. P., & Bright, K. R. (2013). Survival of respiratory viruses on fresh
produce. Food and Environmental Virology, 5(3), 150-156. doi:10.1007/s12560-013-9114-4



